
 

 

 

Resident Entrepreneurs Guidelines Document 

Application and Selection Process 

Open calls for Resident Entrepreneurs and Host Organisations will take place twice a 

year. A selection panel will review applications from both the host organisations and 

those applying for the Resident Entrepreneur placements. Once successful applications 

have been selected, Resident Entrepreneurs will be matched with Host Organisations, 

taking in to account availability, location, practicalities, and both individual and 

organisational R&D needs. Legal and contract terms will include NDAs to ensure that 

both hosts and Resident Entrepreneurs retain their IP and privacy over work in 

progress.  

Mentoring for Resident Entrepreneurs will be provided by Host Organisations, the 

Creative Informatics team, and through the Creative Edinburgh mentoring programme. 

Placements can last between three and nine months. 

Applying as a Resident Entrepreneur 

Eligibility – Resident Entrepreneurs 
Resident Entrepreneurs can be individuals or partnerships, SMEs, etc. and are eligible 

whether (currently) registered as a company, charity etc or not.  

Resident Entrepreneurs must: 

 Be working in one of the nine recognised DCMS creative industries sectors.  

 Be proposing a new product, service or project to develop an idea with genuine 
impact for the creative industries. Proposals which also have potential to impact 
upon wider sectors are welcome.  

 Be based in and/or be undertaking work that has impact for the creative 
industries within Edinburgh and/or the Edinburgh and South East Scotland 
Region.   

 Be submitting a proposal that meets the selection criteria.  

 Commit to providing accurate information about business income, spend on 
R&D, etc. as per the requirements of the application form. This includes providing 
accurate information regarding State Aid that is required to ensure Creative 
Informatics meet essential reporting and due diligence requirements.  

 

Selection Criteria – Resident Entrepreneurs 
Resident Entrepreneurs as asked to submit a proposal which must: 

1. Clearly articulate the product, service or idea they will be developing during their 
Resident Entrepreneurship.  
 

2. Align with one (or more) of the Creative Informatics Cluster core challenges:  
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2.1. How can Data Driven Innovation support access and engagement to new 

audiences and markets? 

2.2. How can Data Driven Innovation support the development of new modalities of 
experience? 

2.3. How can Data Driven Innovation unlock hidden value in archives and data sets? 

2.4. How can Data Driven Innovation revel new business models for the creative 
industries?  

3. Represent genuine Research and Development around data and/or data driven 
technologies in the creative industries. This can include innovative application of 
more established tools, techniques, approaches or business models in new contexts 
(or to different sectors), or as new types of offerings or business models. 

4. Have the potential to be developed into a commercial/income generating product.  
 

5. Be deliverable in the course of a residency of (usually) 3-9 months and no longer 
than 12 months.  
 

6. Be supported by a commitment to engage with the Creative Informatics team on 
monitoring, reporting, research and evaluation work around the project. Reporting 
and payments schedules will be mutually agreed at the outset of successful projects.  
 

7. Comply with ethical and legally compliant data practices.  
 

8. Include a realistic budget outlining how any funding will be used by the Resident 
Entrepreneur during their residency.  

 
9. Be prepared to enter into Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) required for a 

successful placement and residency. Resident Entrepreneurs will be supported to 
issue their own NDAs to ensure both Host Organisation and Resident Entrepreneur 
intellectual property (IP) is protected appropriately.  

 

Applying as a Host Organisation 

Eligibility – Host Organisations  
Host Organisations can come from any sector. They must: 

 Be based in and/or be undertaking work that has impact for the creative 
industries within Edinburgh or the Edinburgh and South East Scotland Region.   

 Be capable of hosting and supporting a Resident Entrepreneur and must have 
the approval of any higher level decision makers required to commit to this.  

 Provide a single named point of contact for key communications. 
 

Selection Criteria – Host Organisations  
Potential Host Organisations for Resident Entrepreneurs must: 
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1. Represent a genuine commitment from the Host Organisation to host and 
support a Resident Entrepreneur (or several Resident Entrepreneurs), with a 
clear articulation of the support and any potential mentoring available.  
 

2. Agree that they understand that Resident Entrepreneurs will be working on their 
own product whilst undertaking their residency. Whilst it is expected that there 
will be knowledge exchange between the Host and the Entrepreneur, the 
Resident Entrepreneur is not an employee of the Host and must have the 
freedom to successfully complete the work they have proposed.  
 

3. Be prepared to enter into Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) required for a 
successful placement and residency. Resident Entrepreneurs will also be 
supported to issue their own NDAs to ensure both Host Organisation and 
Resident Entrepreneur intellectual property (IP) is protected appropriately.  
 

4. Be supported by a commitment to engage with the Creative Informatics team on 
monitoring, reporting, research and evaluation work around the project. 
 

5. Be supported by a commitment to engage with the Creative Informatics team on 
monitoring, reporting, research and evaluation work around the project.  

 

If you require any further information on the selection process for Resident 

Entrepreneurs or Host Organisations, or have any questions about your application, 

please contact the Creative Informatics team at creativeinformatics@ed.ac.uk. 

 

 


